SELECTION CRITERIA


A selection committee will review grant applications. Applications will be evaluated according to five criteria: 

1. Innovation
The service is new for the community or focused on a target group never served before, demonstrates new alignments or partnerships, uses new organizational, programmatic or promotional approaches. 

2. Community need
The project addresses a recognized community need with a viable, innovative solution.
The project description defines the community need and clearly defines project goals.
The proposed project will result in a service that will have a lasting positive impact on the community. 

3. Partnerships
The proposal describes a strong and appropriate partnership(s). 

4. Budget
The proposed budget is realistic, well planned, and accurate. Cost estimates are researched and reflect local market prices. The budget narrative explains proposed expenses and identifies organizations’ capacity to implement the project. 

5. Use of technology
The application describes technology that will be used in the project and clearly explains how it will help to support project goals. 



What do we mean by ‘innovative’? 

Innovative can mean that the service the project develops meets the following criteria:

Is completely new; 

· Has never been done in this place before; 

· Never focused on this target group before; 

· Was never done in this partnership before; 

· Was never done properly before [say why]; or 

· Never used technology (or a particular kind of technology) before. 

Examples of innovative library services might focus on improving health care, personal and economic development, agricultural practices, employment, communication, government services, or civic engagement. A public library might suggest a program to reach out to children ‘hanging out’ in the train station after school by opening a branch there and engaging them with ICT training or the creation of content of interest to them. Another library might propose to use technology to improve the availability of legal information relevant to an ethnic minority and partner with a law firm to offer legal consultation and advice. Other innovative approaches in helping citizens to cope with and improve their everyday lives are encouraged. 

What do we mean by ‘technology’? 

We are open to ideas that deploy computers, access to the Internet, mobile phones and other mobile devices, web2.0 tools, and any software applications that enable the development of these new services and outreach to the community.

